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Mr Geoff Russell

Chief Executive Officer

The Learning Skills Council

Cheylestone House

Quinton Road

Coventry

CW1 2WT

Dear Mr Russell,

As the elected representative of more than 4.5 million students in further education I write to express my outrage at the Learning and Skills Council’s total disregard for the welfare of students at Brooklands College.

The decision to refuse the recommendation of the Innovation, Universities and Skills Select Committee report, “Spend Spend Spend” to compensate colleges who, despite being encouraged to invest and bid for extravagant building programmes by your organisation, later had the door slammed on their face was an unacceptable display of gross incompetence – now we are seeing students suffer the consequences. 

Right now there are over 900,000 young people out of education, training and employment, to accept a campus closure and withdrawal of provision is a not only a contradiction of many of the LSC’s own strategic objectives but will also have damaging consequences of the local community. In these times, the slashing of opportunities for young people as a consequence to administrative mismanagement is an embarrassment.

Students at Brooklands have been told that where A level programmes need to be continued that must take place at another local provider and where a vocational qualification is being studied this can take place at another College Campus. This presents a raft of additional challenges not only to students at Brookland’s but in local providers aswell. The extent to which the quality of further education provision can be damaged for a significant number of young people in the area through larger class sizes, inadequate and sparse resources, additional transport costs for students, a stretch on student support services and funding alongside the consequences attached to being forced to lay off key members of staff can’t for a second be underestimated. 

This case is the first to see students directly affected. NUS urges the Learning and Skills Council to immediately re-evaluate their position on refusing to compensate colleges who have lost money at no fault of theirs in order to prevent even more students to suffer. 

NUS is engaged in discussions with Brookland’s College, trade unions and both government departments to ensure a fair and reasonable outcome is reached and that officials are held accountable for their decisions.

I look forward on hearing from you on how the LSC will work to improve the situation at Brookland’s College and how you will safeguard the education of these students.

Yours Sincerely,

Shane Chowen

Vice President (Further Education)

National Union of Students
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