Date

Dear,

 The Brooklands College Merger Fiasco

I would like to express my outrage regarding the position the merged Brooklands College now finds itself in due to the incompetence of Government ministers and the Learning Skills Council. 

In 2005 a detailed report was prepared by the LSC outlining how learning opportunities needed to be enhanced in the Spelthorne Area. After various consultation meetings , Brooklands was actively encouraged to merge with the then Spelthorne College and  in 2007 a merger proposal document was prepared . This document respected the findings of the LSC including their own claim that the building at Ashford  was “not fit for purpose” and that refurbishment  was not an “adequate or cost-effective answer.” It also recognised the need for building improvements on the Weybridge site.

The merger document, which
clearly laid out the part LSC funding would have to play in order for the merger to be sustainable, was accepted in full by the LSC ( presumably an organisation accountable to the Government) . The proposal was also accepted by the MP at the  Department of Education and Skills and finally the Secretary of State. This document made the assumption that the LSC would fund 90% of the major capital investment that was inextricably linked to the proposed merger. Based on the merger being agreed in full with no conditions,  and the proposed 2010 completion target , Brooklands management  pursued their plans and committed hard won reserves and engaged in borrowings in line with the agreed proposals, safe in the knowledge that the LSC would keep to their contractual responsibilities .

We are now told that the promised funding will not be forthcoming. Ashford site will be forced to close, resulting in the loss of a valuable vocationally-based college, which ,by your own admission, is desperately needed in the area.  This is extraordinary when you hear the empty promises of this government that there will be a training place for every 16-19 year old !? The community and business links in Ashford that the college worked so hard to build will be damaged and students , including adults, and those in the supported learning sector, will be deprived of the opportunity to improve their skills. In this process, jobs will be lost on both sites. All this is down to someone who is employed by the Government, indirectly, being unable to grasp the fundamentals of simple budgeting. i.e. when you promise funds that will affect the way an organisation spends its own funds, you put that committed money aside until it is needed

As a taxpayer and a elector (and of course ultimately, the payer of your wages), I require answers to the following questions;

1. Why was the committed money not put aside by the Learning Skills Council at the time the merger was agreed? 

2. What has it been spent on instead? 

3. Have the  educational needs in North East Surrey outlined in the LSC’s original document  suddenly disappeared? 

4. Why did the LSC wait for us to get 11.5 million pounds in debt before they gave us a clear indication that they were to withdraw the promised funding?

5. How does a Government that came into power on a mandate of “Education, Education, Education” allow such a situation to arise.   ( Please do not hide behind the LSC not strictly being  part of the  Government as you must be accountable for their actions )

6. I believe other Colleges have been put in this situation. I would like to know how many have been forced to abandon their plans as a result of the same incompetencies  and what is the total amount of taxpayers’ money that has been wasted ? 

It is of course our intention to mount a campaign to bring this pitiful episode to the attention of the general public. 

7. Why has the LSC not taken up the demands of the July Select Committee to reimburse colleges in full for the money they had properly committed?

Thank you for your time and I look forward to your detailed response.

Yours sincerely

